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Justice Ministry
promoting law for
marine regions

Zafrir Rinat

In recent months the Jus-
tice Ministry has been de-
veloping a law for regulating
marine regions, intended to
determine the legal status in
areas that lie outside Israel’s
sovereign waters, in which
natural resources can be
utilized. The Society for Pro-
tection of Nature in Israel
(SPNI) and the Ministry for
Environmental Protection
claim that the proposed law
does not afford sufficient pro-
tection to the environment
against development projects
that include oil and gas drill-
ing, as well as fishing.

The bill, whose final ver-
sion is in preparation, stipu-
lates that the region will be
divided into several strips
beyond Israel's territorial
waters, which stretch to a
distance of 12 miles from the
coast. Beyond it will be an
outer strip reaching out to a
distance of 24 miles from the
coast. Beyond that will be
the exclusionary economic
region, extending 200 miles
out. According to interna-
tional law, Israel is permitted
to exploit natural resources
beyond its territorial waters.

The new bill states that
Israeli law will apply beyond
its territorial waters, This
includes labor laws and laws
pertaining to environmental
protection and the extraction
of natural resources.

With regard to environ-
mental protection, the new
law states that the Ministry
of National Infrastructures,
Energy and Water Resources
will be authorized to demand
documents ensuring that
the environmental impact
of drilling is monitored, as
well as showing ways of re-
habilitating areas that are
damaged by such activities.
The interior minister will be
authorized to demarcate spe-
cial areas in which nature
will be protected, similar
to protected areas on land.
Theseareas will be regulated
by apolicy document relating

Iris Hahn

Torner A ppelbaum

to marine areas, currently
being prepared by the plan-
ning authority at the Finance
Ministry.

The SPNI's CEO, Iris
Hahn, sent a letter last week
to Justice Minister Ayelet
Shaked sharply criticizing
the new bill. She argues that
the Ministry of Infrastruc-
tures, Energy and Water
Resources will have almost
total authority over decisions
relating to environmental
impact whereas the Minis-
try for Environmental Pro-
tection will be relegated to
an advisory role. This gives
an advantage to a ministry
mostly looking after devel-
opers, which will draw up
guidelines and be responsible
for overseeing the relevant
documents governing activi-
ties at sea.

Hahn added that the new
law does not determine what
constitutes  environmental
damage at sea, similar toreg-
ulations that exist for shore-
line environments, which
apply to territorial waters as
well. The law revokes many
of the responsibilities that
are currently under the ju-
risdiction of the Nature and
Parks Authority and which
apply to land and marine
reserves within Israel. The
Justice Ministry stated that it
was examining Hahn's letter,
The Ministry for Environ-
mental Protection said that
there were positive aspects
to the new law since it regu-
lates environmental laws in
drilling areas.




